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State of Montana 

DPHHS HAN ADVISORY 
  
Forwarding Instructions: 
FORWARD to your Clinical Health Partners ONLY 
  
DPHHS Information / Recommendations: 
During September – December 2009, five cases of syphilis were reported to the Montana STD Program. All 
cases were male ranging in age from 29 to 36. Four of the five cases were diagnosed in Men Who Have Sex 
with Men (MSM); these four cases were also positive for HIV. Two of the cases were staged as primary 
syphilis, two as secondary syphilis, and one case as latent syphilis.  The latter case was reported to have 
neurosyphilis.  No cases were reported prior to September. 
  
The attached summary from DPHHS outlines recent syphilis activity and provides basic information 
regarding the progression of syphilis.  In addition, recommendations for screening males, particularly those 
reporting same-sex contact, are detailed.  
   
DPHHS Subject Matter Expert (SME) Contact: 
For more information contact the Montana DPHHS STD/HIV Prevention Section at (406) 444-2457. 
  
Distributed by the Department of Public Health and Human Services  
Health Alert Network (HAN) System 
  
DPHHS Health Alert Hotline:  1-800-701-5769 
DPHHS HAN Website:  www.han.mt.gov 
  
You have received this message based upon the information contained within our emergency notification data base. If you have a 
different e-mail or fax address that you would like us to use please notify us as soon as possible by e-mail at hhshan@mt.gov.   
  
The goal of Montana's Health Alert Network is to transmit information to local public health authorities as quickly as possible, and 
assign a suitable priority to the message.  For questions or comments about Montana's HAN system you may contact the DPHHS 
HAN Coordinator, Gerry Wheat at gwheat@mt.gov.  
  
Categories of Health Alert Messages: 
Health Alert: conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention. 
Health Advisory: provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action. 
Health Update: provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action. 
  


